[Procedures of vital status obtention in a cohort born in France].
To know if included patients in a study are alive or dead is essential. In practice, the knowledge of vital status is a pre-requisite to the collection of the medical cause of death in epidemiology. In clinical research all investigators, particularly those in cancerology, must recuperate this information for all patients lost to follow-up. There are two methods to obtain the vital status of a subject: to have access to the civil status register of the local town hall where the subject was born, or to contact the "Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques" (INSEE). We describe each of these procedures: ways to put them into practice, their efficacy and problems encountered. To write to town halls is a simple efficient method and is advised when the number of sujects is small, but this procedure poses a problem of confidentiality. The examination of the tapes of registered deaths from INSEE is recommended for many querries concerning a lot of subjects.